
RESOLUTION
AGAINST THE USE OF SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS

WHEREAS, Surveillance camera companies, such as Flock, claim that that they exist to eliminate crime and keep 
communities safe. Flock cameras, or the like, and ALPR cameras do not solve or eliminate crime, the cameras 
merely capture acts of crime, as well as, capture movement of entire communities, including the vast majority 
(99.5%) of law-abiding citizens who pass by these cameras.

WHEREAS, the Oklahoma State Constitution, Article II. Bill of Rights, Section II.1 (Political power – Purpose of 
government – Alteration or reformation) declares, “All political power is inherent in the people; and government is 
instituted for their protection, security, and benefit, and to promote their general welfare; and they have the right to 
alter or reform the same whenever the public good may require it: Provided, such change be not repugnant to the 
Constitution of the United States.”

WHEREAS, the 4th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and the Oklahoma Constitution, Article II. Bill of Rights, 
Section II-30 states that “The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches, seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue but upon probable cause supported 
by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.”

WHEREAS, Maxim of Law: “No right is held more sacred, or is more carefully guarded by the common law, than 
the right of every individual to the possession and control of his own person, free from all restraint or interference of 
others, unless by clear or unquestionable authority of law.” Union Pacific Railway Co. v Botsford, 141, U.S. 250, 251

WHEREAS, the Washington County GOP (WCGOP) is dedicated to protecting the God-given rights and liberties of
the citizens of this County, and we affirm the OKGOP Platform which states that “Our rights of life, liberty, and 
property are natural rights granted to us by God, protected by the Constitution, to be defended by our elected 
officials, even during a declared emergency.”

WHEREAS, Benjamin Franklin stated, “They who can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety, 
deserve neither liberty nor safety.”

WHEREAS, Oklahoma State Representative Tom Gann stated that “When governments rely on unauthorized 
technology to surveil their citizens, policing methods become lazy. Gann also stated this technology...allows distant 
governments to track the movements of Oklahomans, with no recourse against abuses by politicized agencies who 
may have access, such as the FBI and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives”.

WHEREAS, Representative Gann continues, “The CEO of Flock has openly stated his intent to place a scanner on 
every street corner. Many legislators understand that Oklahomans do not want this Orwellian approach. They 
recognize it as a breach of the Fourth Amendment and foresee future courts continuing to rule it unconstitutional, 
placing many criminal convictions into question.”

WHEREAS, the Deputy Director of Oklahoma Department Of Transportation has stated that Flock Cameras posted 
anywhere on state roads on the Oklahoma Right of Ways are illegal and break state law and cameras that are already 
surveilling State roadways should be removed.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the WCGOP County Committee strongly condemns the usage 
thereof and urges our County, City and State elected officials to reject any of these types of Orwellian surveillance 
cameras on County, City and State roadways by not allowing placement of these surveillance cameras and remove 
existing cameras. The WCGOP demands the Board of Commissions and the Bartlesville City Council retract any 
current Flock Safety Resolutions or Agreements and commits to protecting the Constitutional rights of the citizens of
Washington County and City of Bartlesville.

WE FURTHER RESOLVE, that the County Committee of the WCGOP directed the WCGOP Chairman to send 
this Resolution to all Washington County Commissioners, Sheriff, Bartlesville City Council members, and Police 
Department in a press release, and to the email list, and for this Resolution to be read into the minutes at the next 
meeting of the Commissioners, as well as, the next meeting of the City Council.


